March 24, 2009
Dear Dr. Kumar:
It is with great pleasure that I write to you in my new role as Editor-in-Chief of Aesthetic Surgery Journal.  As you know, ASJ is an official publication of the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery and the official English-language journal of the Indian Association of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons, as well as 9 other leading international societies.

The Indian Association is an extremely important partner for ASJ.  It is my goal, as Editor-in-Chief, to ensure that your Association’s members enjoy the maximum benefits from association with ASJ.  In this letter, I present a number of ideas for strengthening our relationship, but most importantly, I invite a dialog with you to discover even more ways we can work together.  

ASJ has the largest circulation of any aesthetic journal and, now that it is also indexed in MEDLINE/PubMed (www.pubmed.org), there is no question that it provides the greatest worldwide exposure for your members’ important work in aesthetic surgery.    

I am very committed to further increasing the already significant international participation in Aesthetic Surgery Journal.  Your members want rapid publication of their papers.  ASJ offers what I believe is the speediest review process of any journal in our field.  Authors submitting manuscripts know within 4 weeks whether their paper is accepted for publication.  Papers generally are published within 6 months of acceptance.  

In consideration of our large number of international contributors, we have on staff an experienced Manuscript Editor to assist authors with final preparation of their accepted manuscripts.  This is a tremendous service that, to my knowledge, is not provided by any other journal.  

Going forward, there are a number of ways that I would like to work closely with you to further benefit the members of the Indian Association.

· Aesthetic Surgery Journal would like to help you publicize your major meeting of the year through a free full-page advertisement as well as regular announcements in our Meetings Calendar.  Please send meeting information to our Managing Editor, Melissa@surgery.org.

· In connection with your major meeting(s), we would like to receive from you a list of the names and addresses (including email addresses, if available) of your members who are selected to present papers.  We will then contact these individuals to encourage their submission of a paper to ASJ.  Published papers from members of the Indian Association will always feature your Association’s logo, providing added recognition for your organization.
· We would like to provide you with professional graphics and text pertaining to ASJ for your Association’s Web site.  Through customized content and links, your members can easily subscribe to the Journal, keep up with Journal news, and view abstracts from current and past issues.  If you have a password-controlled members’ area on your Web site, we can discuss with you the possibility of providing full access to Journal contents through this portal.  

· We would like to communicate with all of your members by email to inform them of significant price reductions on their print subscription to ASJ ($168 for members of the Indian Association, compared to the regular International price of $210).

· We would also like to inform your members of the NEW option for online-only subscriptions at just $84 annually.  This option, which provides subscribers with full text and graphics of the Journal online, is a special benefit available only to members of our 10 affiliated international groups.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to remind you that, this year, a $100 discount on registration for The Aesthetic Meeting 2009 in Las Vegas (May 2-7, 2009) is being offered to every member of the Indian Association of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons.  This is yet another way in which ASAPS wishes to express its appreciation for your support of ASJ.   

We greatly value your affiliation with the Journal and look forward to a continued strong relationship with your Association.  I would welcome the opportunity to speak with you personally, perhaps at the ASAPS meeting in Las Vegas, to discuss ways in which affiliation with ASJ can best meet the changing needs of the Indian Association and all of its members.  I can assure you that I am open to any and all suggestions.  

Please let me know if a personal meeting might be arranged in Las Vegas or elsewhere. 

Sincerely,

Foad Nahai, MD

nahaimd@aol.com 

